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December 30, 2012     Luke 2:41-52  

 

Now every year his parents went to Jerusalem for the festival of the Passover. And when he was twelve years 

old, they went up as usual for the festival. When the festival was ended and they started to return, the boy 

Jesus stayed behind in Jerusalem, but his parents did not know it. Assuming that he was in the group of 

travelers, they went a day’s journey. Then they started to look for him among their relatives and friends. 

When they did not find him, they returned to Jerusalem to search for him. After three days they found him in 

the temple, sitting among the teachers, listening to them and asking them questions. And all who heard him 

were amazed at his understanding and his answers. When his parents saw him they were astonished; and his 

mother said to him, “Child, why have you treated us like this? Look, your father and I have been searching for 

you in great anxiety.” He said to them, “Why were you searching for me? Did you not know that I must be in 

my Father’s house?” But they did not understand what he said to them. Then he went down with them and 

came to Nazareth, and was obedient to them. His mother treasured all these things in her heart. And Jesus 

increased in wisdom and in years, and in divine and human favor. 

 

The Week After the Festival 

 

I.  Should be with Jesus 

 

Three times a year the adult males of Israel were required to go to Jerusalem for special festivals.  The Passover was 

the first of the three; it was the Israelites’ Independence Day.  This festival celebrated the tenth and last plague when 

the Angel of the LORD went through Egypt to kill the first-born sons of Egypt.  It was this plague that made the 

Pharaoh finally relent and let the Israelites free.  It also pointed forward to the sacrifice of Christ who would be the 

Lamb of God to take away the sins of the world.  The Passover kicked off the seven day Feast of Unleavened Bread 

with a sacred assembly held on the 1
st
 and last days of the Feast.   

 

God wanted the Israelites to actually change their calendars to revolve around this Festival.  It’s kind of like how we 

have two different calendars; a secular calendar and a church calendar.  Our church calendar is an annual one that 

starts at the beginning of December with the season of Advent, whereas our secular calendar starts on January 1
st
 in 

the middle of winter.  The Israelites were to revolve their years around the fact that God redeemed them and set them 

from slavery through the Passover.  

 

The reason I bring this up is because in today’s text Joseph took his family down to Jerusalem for the Passover 

festival, along with a seemingly large crew of other relatives and friends from the northern region of Israel.  It must 

have been quite the event.  I did a rather loose measurement in my Bible map book and the journey seemed to be 

about 60 miles from the north to the south; going through the outskirts of Samaria on the way.  The Jews from the 

north would basically get a huge caravan together; and they must have had cooking utensils and tents and sleeping 

material to make the trip.  If I remember correctly they would also sing Psalms along the way; it would have been like 

a huge festal procession on foot and donkey to go to a huge worship service.  If you think getting your kids ready for 

a Christmas service or going to visit family is hard work in a heated car or truck, imagine this!   

 

The Festival went off without a hitch; but then it was time for the 60 mile journey home.  You know the feelings that 

accompany such journeys.  You enjoy your time visiting, but after a few days you’re worn out and tired; looking 

forward to getting home; ready for your routine to being again.  That’s when Luke adds an interesting detail into 

Jesus’ otherwise quiet childhood.  

When the festival was ended and they started to return, the boy Jesus stayed behind in Jerusalem, but 

his parents did not know it. Assuming that he was in the group of travelers, they went a day’s journey. 

Then they started to look for him among their relatives and friends. When they did not find him, they 

returned to Jerusalem to search for him. 
Was this bad parenting on Joseph and Mary’s part?  Remember that Jesus would have been the perfect child.  If they 

told Him to be somewhere or to go somewhere, they never had to ask Him twice.  He didn’t conveniently forget.  He 
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didn’t drag His heels.  He would have been more dependable and reliable than anyone could ever know.  They may 

have seen Him just prior to their departure, and I would imagine they had no reason to even think that Jesus wouldn’t 

be there.   

 

But why did it take them a day to realize he was missing?  This was a community of people.  They looked after each 

other.  It was like in the olden days.  You let your kid go outside and play at the neighbor’s or the park; you knew 

your neighbors would help look after him or her; you didn’t have to worry about him.  It was a tight community and 

everyone looked after each other and knew each other.  So this was no knock on Joseph and Mary’s parenting skills; it 

was seemingly out of character for Jesus to be missing.  Obviously they were worried when they couldn’t find Jesus.   

You can only imagine what went through their minds for the next 3 to 4 days.  “What have I done?  Here God has 

given me this wonderful child who is the Promised Messiah and I’ve lost him!”  I can’t imagine they slept too well at 

all.  

 

As a side note and a kind of anecdote, look at what Joseph and Mary have done from a spiritual perspective.  Jesus 

was going to be the ultimate Passover Lamb; sacrificed for the sins of the world.  They left the Passover and started to 

return home without the Lamb!  Their lives and their roles as parents could not go on without their Son.  A year or so 

ago I went up to the zoo and lost track of my youngest son for a time.  It was only for about three minutes, and I was 

completely panicked.  That trip would have been the most miserable memory for me had I lost him for good.  For 

Joseph and Mary the Festival would have been remembered in misery for the rest of their lives if they had lost Jesus.  

They had to turn around.  Leaving Him behind was unthinkable.  He was an intimate part of their family.  Indeed, He 

was the most centerpiece even of the Passover.   Without Jesus there would be no Passover; the festival would lose its 

meaning and purpose. 

 

Thinking about today, I wonder how many people assume that Jesus will follow them home after the Festival of 

Christmas yet never really check to see if He is actually there.  I wonder how many turn Christmas and Easter into 

their “festivals” and assume that because they went to the festival then Jesus will have to return home with them.  

How many leave off for school or endeavor in marriage and don’t really think about whether Jesus is there or not?  

How many through their words and actions say to Jesus “You stay at the temple.  We’ll come and get you next 

festival.”, instead of searching to make sure He is still with them on the way home?  It is true that God is everywhere.  

It is also true that God is faithful and does not easily or quickly abandon us.  Yet it is also true that our faith is fed 

through the Word of God and the sacrament on a daily and weekly basis.  Do you allow Jesus to come into your 

thoughts at night?  Do you read Him in the Word and talk to Him in prayer?  Do not leave Him behind at school or in 

your marriage.  Go on a search for Him; for without His continued presence your festivals will be empty.  What good 

will the days in between the festivals be without your Christ coming with you to work and school and home?   

 

II.  Is still about Jesus 

 

This, of course, is much more than a moral story about keeping Jesus with you.  This is the First Sunday after 

Christmas, and it is meant to focus us on the Christ child.  What an interesting focus it is that Luke has given us!  

There are many millions in our world who like to deny the divinity of our Jesus.  We openly confess it and defend it.  

Yet today we get to look at an equally important aspect of Jesus; His humanity.  The humanity of Christ shows us that 

Jesus our God is also our brother.  It shows us that God is not just up there but that He has also made Himself visible 

and touchable.   

 

What we find in Jesus today is neither defiant nor naughty; but perfectly obedient; a type of obedience that was 

beyond the understanding of those who knew Him best; his own mother and step-father.  What we find today is a 

hungry Jesus; a young boy who is hungry to learn the Word.  He is asking in-depth questions and eating up the Word 

among the teachers at the temple.  And this wasn’t the end of His learning.  Luke tells us that after He returned home 

Jesus continued to GROW IN WISDOM!  What an amazing thing to think about!  He who knew everything; the all-

wise One; GREW in wisdom!  How could this be?   
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Several years ago an article came out in the Forward in Christ about how Jesus “went to see” if there were figs on a 

fig tree.  The writer commented on how Jesus didn’t know if there were figs on the tree or not.  This offended some, 

because as true God Jesus would know everything.  The writer was making a point about the humility of Christ; on 

how Jesus in His humility chose not to exercise or use His divine knowledge; which then caused Him to go and find 

out if there were figs on the tree.  It can be confusing, because there were some examples where Jesus reflected a 

knowledge that was divine like when He knew about where the donkey would be to ride into Jerusalem, but there 

were many other times that He didn’t use that knowledge.  You might compare it to wrestling with a five year old 

boy.  You don’t use all of your power with him even though you have it.  At times the five year old might think he has 

become really strong, when you know this isn’t the case at all.  This is how it appears to us, as Jesus seems so weak 

sometimes in the Gospels.  This is the way Jesus conducted Himself.  It seems like such a simple little point to think 

about, but it can be important to think about as you contemplate who Jesus is.   

 

Apply this to today’s story.  Jesus seemed to approach this time in Jerusalem as a special opportunity to grow and He 

wanted to make the most of His opportunity.  He did not bind Himself to the time of the Festival.   He wanted to learn 

more, so He stuck around as long as He could.  He wasn’t afraid to ask questions.  He was eager to learn more!  And 

it’s such an ironic thing, because He wrote the Book that He was studying.  He also created the world it talked about 

and directed the history it spoke of.  Yet He still went through the process of reading it and learning it, and He 

enjoyed it!   

 

There’s a mentality that creeps in among those who have had Christian education that thinks, “I already know all that.  

I went to Christian schools through high school.  I already had catechism.  I don’t need any more Bible study.”  

There’s also a fear among some that don’t want to look stupid.  They’re afraid to ask questions, as if Bible study were 

a competition to see who can know the most factoids.   

 

Compare that with Jesus.  Even though He already in a sense knew everything, He still engaged the teachers.  He 

asked questions.  He wasn’t afraid to look stupid.  He wanted to learn.  Somehow and in some way Luke says that 

Jesus grew in WISDOM.  It’s an interesting thing to think about and hopefully not get too fanciful about.  Think 

about how Jesus was at the Passover.  He would have clearly seen what was happening to the Passover Lamb.  As His 

physical brain matured He would have learned how this prefigured what would happen to the Messiah.  He would 

have then known that this was what was going to happen to HIM.  If you listen carefully to His words from the cross 

you can see how they exactly mirror the words from the Psalms.  He often spoke about how the Word needed to be 

fulfilled.  This shows how Jesus perfectly knew the Word; and this came not just through His divinity but also 

through His STUDY.  Just as Jesus ate food to have His physical body grow He also ate spiritual food in order for His 

wisdom to grow.   

 

So you can look at this in two ways.  First of all, you can ask yourself, “If Jesus, who already knew everything, was 

eager and willing to learn, shouldn’t I be too?  If Jesus wasn’t ashamed or afraid to ask questions, then why should I 

be?”  Is there ever a time to outgrow Bible study?  As your brain grows older and you tend forget more, how can you 

be so foolish as to think you will be able to remember all of the Bible stories you learned as a youth?  We just recently 

went through a Bible study on Stewardship, and I’m pretty sure I had heard most of the Bible verses before.  But I had 

forgotten some of them, and Pastor Starr and the other members of class mentioned other aspects of the Bible verses I 

had never thought of before.  It was interesting and exciting to me to learn something new or even remember 

something old!  It’s like getting out an old movie and watching it again.   You remember forgotten scenes and get to 

experience it again.  There was a movie out years about called 40 First Dates, where a gal had daily amnesia.  A man 

fell in love with her, and every day he had to reintroduce himself to her, so it was like a first date every time.  It was 

extra work for him, but he felt she was worth it.  Isn’t getting to know God better worth the effort?   

 

Yet you can also look at 12 year old Jesus in a different way.  Why was Jesus going through all of the hassle of being 

the perfect Bible student when He had all of the knowledge already within?  Think about it.  Jesus was called to live 

in OUR PLACE.  How could He have done this if He didn’t go through the things that humans are called on to do?  

How could He call Himself our substitute if He didn’t really live in our shoes and do what we were supposed to?  
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Think also about how many times Jesus said, “In order for the Scriptures to be fulfilled.”  Jesus was to live as the 

perfectly obedient human.  He had to know the Word perfectly in order to perform it perfectly.  When King Josiah 

was a young man he found the book of the Law and found out that the Israelites had been breaking God’s Law left 

and right.  He didn’t claim ignorance.  He tore his robes in repentance.  Jesus didn’t come to claim ignorance.  He 

came to live fully aware of what the Law said to obey it and die under it.  So He studied the Law like any human 

would, but with a perfectly human and divine mind and perfectly human and divine obedience.  Jesus knew what He 

was doing!  He wasn’t “winging it.”   

 

Usually when boys are 12 years old their parents fear them entering their teen stages; knowing that they will soon be 

dealing with a potential know-it-all young man who thinks he can conquer the world.  When we look at the pre-teen 

Jesus we don’t see that.  We can see in Him the perfect Bible student; the perfect child; who came to live as our 

substitute, the exact way God wanted Him to.   Instead of feeling guilty about how perfect of a Child Jesus was, take 

comfort in it.  He’s doing it for US.  He’s learning the Word for YOU; to be the Passover Lamb who would die for the 

sins of the world. 

 

III.  Continues home with Jesus 

 

Well, Mary wasn’t too thrilled with Jesus being such a “good” boy.  You could only imagine how worn out and 

exhausted they were after three days of looking for Him.  I’m sure Joseph wasn’t too thrilled either; but he isn’t 

recorded as saying anything.  As a matter of fact, I couldn’t find any words from Joseph at all in the Bible.  This is 

what Luke writes: 

When his parents saw him they were astonished; and his mother said to him, “Child, why have you 

treated us like this? Look, your father and I have been searching for you in great anxiety.” 
The word for astonished means that they were basically “blown away.”  They couldn’t believe it.  She wanted Jesus to 

know how much anxiety He had put them through.  But to Jesus, the anxiety was caused by their own ignorance of 

not fully grasping who Jesus was.  After all the angel told them and after all that happened with Simeon, Anna and the 

Wise Men, they should have known exactly where He was; for He wasn’t just Mary’s son.  He was also God’s Son.  

Joseph wasn’t His actual father.  God was.  The temple shouldn’t have been the last place they looked but the first 

place.  Jesus was in the temple doing what He had been called to do; being the One He was called to be; the perfect 

Son of God.  Nonetheless, Jesus went home with them, and continued to be the perfectly obedient Son that He was 

supposed to be.   

 

On the week after the Festival, instead of returning with all of their friends and relatives, Joseph and Mary returned 

exhausted and alone; simply with Jesus.  He was all they went back to Jerusalem to find; and they got Him back and 

probably cherished Him all the more; so they were happy.   

 

This is the way Christmas is for many.  The week after the Festival becomes more and more lonely.  They return 

home without grandma or grandpa.   The house that they met in for years is sold.  Christmas isn’t the same without 

friends and family.   

 

When that is the case, then go back to the temple, and remember Who you were there to celebrate for in the first 

place.  Go there to simply find Jesus in the Word and the Sacrament; hold Him tightly; and rejoice in the simplicity of 

it all.  Festivals are fun with family and friends; hearing them sing and eating meals with them; but when push comes 

to shove we need to remember what the true reason for the festivals are all about.  All of the songs and the recitations 

and gifts are because of Jesus.  He is the Passover Lamb.  It’s His birth, death and resurrection that we celebrate and 

revolve our festivals around.  If we don’t go home with Him after the Festival then we might as well not come to the 

Festivals at all.  For without Him we have no forgiveness and no ultimate reunion in heaven.  It is only with Him that 

we find forgiveness and peace and salvation and the hope of resurrection from the dead; where we will see Him and 

all of our loved ones in Christ for eternity.  He is the One to go home with not just for a week after the Festival, but to 

stay with until the end and into eternity.  Amen. 


